
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first thing I see when I type Castello di Casalborgone is 'The Elegance of Silence' 
 
And all sorts of things are happening in my body... silence seems like a concept you can long 
for but never really find with thoughts echoing and always background noise. Yet when I see 
it standing here like this, I notice that I am drawn to it and do not immediately wave it away... 
 
As I read and explore further, I note that I have decided that silence means that it must 
literally be silent. 
What if silence goes far beyond the literal meaning of the word? 
 
The castle seems to invite you to silence from a complete communion with all the energies 
and elements that are present there. Where you relax and be present. Your thoughts can 
come to silence, and you have the opportunity to communicate with everything around you in 
a different way. Where you listen... where you see... where you experience... and 
communicate beyond noise... 
 
Okay on to the exploration again;) 
 
The Castello was over 100 of years the most important place in this area and 40 years ago it 
fell asleep… 
During the press conference the investors told the residents that they want to turn the castle 
back in what it was for over a 100 of years in the past; 
A place of elegance 
A place of encounter 
A place where a lot of life happens 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In order to create this unique experience, they chose to not modernize the castle at all. So for 
example there is no air conditioning, no double windows and no elevator. 
They really wanted to show the future guests that there is a different way of having elegance, 
beauty and luxury without abusing nature and needing technology. 
There was this knowing that there are always ways to restore old buildings without abusing 
them and their aim was that people leave the castle and go home with a new point of view on 
how to treat nature and our planet. 
 
The investors also would like to set an example on how opening a hotel can actually be a 
contribution to an entire area by including the locals instead of buying cheap from outside. 
This is the idea that they had and shared with the residents of the area of why they had 
bought the castle. The things they knew were possible were very new and this was the ideal 
place to set this kind of example. To show that there are other possibilities. 
 
Being at the castle is such a gift. I spent my life traveling around the world and I am in big 
cities all the time and here is peace and quiet as it exist no place else. – Gary Douglas 
 
But how do you find a place like this right? 
Well, that was also one of the questions during the press conference and Gary Douglas 
responded; 
 
‘As a kid I said I would like to have a castle in Italia someday. At a certain point I told that to 
somebody from Italy and 2 weeks later she called me and said we have castle in Italy. So I 
asked myself the question… shall I go see it? That was a yes and so I came to see it and it 
was a mess… Nobody had took care of it for 40 years and not even cleaned it for 25  years. 
But the castle spoke to me. There was something about it that demanded of me that I choose 
this… And come here. So I did. 
The trees, the quit, every aspect of it speaks to my soul and this is why I chose to come.’ 



 
Dain Heer shared his gratitude to be on this place also during the press conference; 
‘It’s one of the greatest gifts to be here. It’s an amazing community of people that are 
together, have a caring for each other that doesn’t exist in most of the world. When Gary 
called me and said like hey would you like to have castle in Italy? I said, Well we have some 
others things going on right now so I am not sure if this is the time... He only invited me to go 
spent some time there and let me know what the answer is. 
 
I arrived at the castle, looked over the hills and there are really no words in how much I was 
touched. Walking through this elegance building that was neglected for so long that was 
once so glorious almost brought me to tears. 
I called Gary and said yes let’s get a castle in Italy. And that’s why we are all here. 
After all of this visiting we were not only touched by the beauty but by all of you who came 
and said wow this would be the greatest thing to have this restored again.’  
 
Gary Douglas orchestrated the full restoration over a two year period and Marco Tessiore 
describes; 
The castle was an empty and broken place and Gary created something completely different. 
It’s been full of the energy of the past but in a way to not recreate the past but to make it 
timeless. 
 
Gary sent back antique from Italy that he bought all over the world. Each room is something 
different. There is a different energy and a communication between furniture. Every room is 
an experience, where you can tap into the richness, the wealth and the history. Every room 
has a story and with that it brings its own transformation. There is no other way to describe 
then that it’s authentic. 
 
When you walk in the castle you can receive the castle and the wealth. 
What is been created with the castle is the silence… 
There is no background noise. You can listen to the birds, to the breeze through the trees. 
When you see the hills around it you perceive the essence of communion. 
If you are there you are not required to talk… 
It’s the demand of listening… 
A demand of being with the silence and receive. 
 
The castle is receiving you and ask you to receive it, it’s an interesting dynamic and an 
ongoing invitation. 
The castle is very clear in what it desires and at the same time nurturing and contributing to 
the community around it.  
 
There is now a restaurant with food from the own garden and locals, there are visits every 
weekend and 14 rooms that anyone can book.  
There are weddings, photo shooting, traditions as with Christmas there is a big tree and the 
school from the town is invited to come for hot chocolate, wine, and gifts for the kids. 
Everyone that comes don’t just visit but gets a whole experience. 
The castle is very happy with people around it. It has been lighted up again in the last years.  
 
The castle brings a sense of coming back home, a sense of family. There are cozy spaces, 
beautiful rooms and places where you sit and have conversations, but not the loud ones. The 
castle invites you to sit closer, to share, to talk, whisper and then listen. It’s in so many ways 
a beautiful gift to receive. 
 



In this seemingly small place is an unique co-creation between the earth, the castle and the 
people who live here. This caring and honoring of the place starts to generate more life every 
day… 
 
While watching the press conference, the video’s and talking with Marco there was a sense 
of peace in my world and an excitement to meet the castle in April. 
A building like this went through so many experiences through centuries and now in co-
creation with people that are willing to communicate with every part and piece of it there can 
be magic.  
Image that this castle was empty for 40 years, it’s not randomly be sold but founded by 
people that wanted to honor this building and the whole area around it… 
 
When I tap into that energy, I receive the castle's invitation to be patient, trust timing, and 
don't just take what seems like a good idea. If we are willing to be clear, follow the whispers 
and go no further for less than magic then magic will find us and we can thrive. 
 
I'll be honest...I had heard about the castle but had no idea what it was really about. I will 
also be honest that this exploration is just a tip of the veil and there is always more to 
discover and receive from a place like this. 
 
As it says on the website ‘A place where time ceases and reality begins’ 
 
Sidenote 
A final note is that I have received this information from various quarters. Through videos and 
conversations, some of which are a bit older. A lot is happening in the world and information 
shifts fast. This is just part of the information, of experiences. It brought me so much joy to 
explore and write this piece. I hope I was able to capture some of the essence and what 
would it create in your life if you could meet the castle for yourself and experience its gift and 
be part of it?  
 
2022, March 
Gabi van Putten 
 
Sources; 
https://castellodicasalborgone.com/  
https://fb.watch/bEq3NGkcws/ 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DdOS8hCRidk 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XCFgj0e4Xe0 
https://youtu.be/2cFVSas49bs 
https://youtu.be/ZYndWgtesP4 
https://youtu.be/FYwnZu82d3U 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lcI90pvR6k 


